
GDDA-UK CONFERENCE / DINNER DANCE 
17TH SEPTEMBER, 2012
MESSAGE FROM EVENT ORGANISERS

Welcome to Anglesey, North Wales, home of Prince William of Wales and the Duchess of Cambridge. It is indeed an 
honour for us to host the 7th Annual Ghana Doctors and Dentists Association conference in one of the most scenic 
areas of the United Kingdom. Home of the Snowdon mountain, the second highest peak in the UK measuring 3,720 
feet and 1185 meters above sea level. Year on year North Wales has been a popular holiday destination bringing 
many families here to enjoy many unforgettable holidays. The beauty, the tranquility and amazing landscapes will live 
with you forever. Don’t forget to enjoy the views as you pass the windows. Each has a remarkable view.

2012 has been an eventful year, with much to celebrate and much to remember it for. The London Olympic and 
Paralympic Games have just ended. Although Team GB took centre stage, catching a glimpse of the Ghanaian 
teams at the opening ceremonies was enough to make us feel proud. One day we may have medals.

We must remember the loss of our President John Atta Mills in July this year. It was indeed a sad event. We also 
remember at this time members of GDDA who are no more with us. Their contribution to the association cannot and 
should not be diminished or forgotten.

This year marks the 7th GDDA Fund Raising Health Conference and Dinner Dance. We have amongst our 
membership several distinguished, celebrated and respected Medical Colleagues in our midst. We are all acting as 
medical ambassadors for our beloved country. Each and every Health Professional is quietly serving mankind and 
working in a Medical System more developed than our own. Can this be harnessed in any way to improve the plight 
of those less advantaged than ourselves living in remote areas in our country Ghana?

Our theme for this meeting “Men’s Health, Women’s Wealth” raises awareness of the developments in Health 
delivery to and accessibility between the sexes. Men in general are slow to access healthcare for treatment and 
screening whereas the fairer sex for biological (childbearing) or other means do repeatedly interact with health 
services.  The time has come to raise awareness of the need for men to access screening and other health services. 
We successfully marginalised men in our conference line up.

Promoting health also promotes socioeconomic development in women allowing for equal opportunities not just for 
women in the third world. It is time to bridge the gap between health delivery and socioeconomic development in 
both sexes.

As we look back on what has been achieved in the last seven years, we can also look forward to what we aspire to 
achieve.  It is our unspoken aim that one day, good health care will be available to all Ghanaians regardless of where 
they live, or their wealth. With the developing good road works and networks, improved education for all, good 
Government and hard work, it is the ‘Health for Ghana Charity’ ambition and aim to make everyone living in remote 
areas’ lives more meaningful. We are supporting a clean water project this year in Northern Ghana.

We hope you have a good conference, meet old and make new friends. When the accademia is over, let your hair 
down and make your visit memorable and enjoy the social evening. Thank you all for making the time to attend and 
make the event a success.

Welcome to North Wales.

Dr Naa Barnor

Sponsered By:

Dr Ernest Ahiaku Mrs Selasie Clerk

Dr Nick Clerk
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WELCOME 
MESSAGE FROM 
THE PRESIDENT OF 
GDDA-UK

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to our GDDA-
UK Health Conference and Fundraising Dinner Dance 
15th September 2012 in North Wales. A year ago we 
were in Harlow in Essex for a successful conference 
and entertaining evening which I am confident will be 
replicated in Bangor/ Menai Bridge.

The theme: “Men’s Health, Women’s Wealth” for the 
health conference has drawn a panel of prominent 
speakers from Ghana and Europe which will be 
educative as well as encouraging debate on the various 
topics. We are grateful to each of the speakers for 
coming to share with us their experience.

HE Prof Danso Boafo, Our Ghana High Commissioner to 
the Court of St. James will also give his address which 
always gives us important up to date information on our 
motherland Ghana.

Our Association which has now come of age, has set up 
the “Health For Ghana Charity” with GDDA-UK Charity 
Trustees that needs funding to help carry out effective 
charitable work in Ghana and in the UK Afro-Caribbean 
communities. Further details will be provided at the AGM 
and also during the evening fundraising event.

GDDA-UK has also been part of the “Collaborative 
Training Programme” developed for Ghanaian Surgeons 
and Doctors which involves sub-specialisation for 
Ghanaian Post-Fellowship surgeons in London for a 2 
year period starting later this year. Dr Paul Ofori-Atta 
GDDA-UK member (president of Motec Life-UK) and 
Prof Sam Debrah, immediate GDDA-UK past president 
and Head of Surgery Cape Coast University have been 
very instrumental in the setting up of this programme.

GDDA-UK members continue to offer voluntary work 
or doing teaching in our hospitals when they go on 
holidays to Ghana.

There are still challenges ahead which includes; making 
the “Health for Ghana Charity successful”, how to 
overcome membership apathy, how to encourage 
regional fundraising activities and also prompt payment 
of dues.

The Local Events and Organisation Committee, under 
the leadership of Dr Naa Barnor have produced a fine 
programme for the health conference and evening 
dinner dance for which we are most grateful. The social 
programme in the evening will have our renowned 
Ghanaian traditional hospitality with good food, drinks 
and a mixture of high-life music to dance the night 
away. I will also like to acknowledge the wonderful work 
done by the executives, various committee and general 
members behind the scenes towards this conference.

On a more sombre note I will like us to remember 
the death last year October 2011 of our colleague 
Dr Larry Asare-Owusu at the Kings’ College Hospital 
London after a short illness. May he Rest in Peace. Our 
condolences go to the bereaved family and friends.

Finally, I wish to thank our sponsors for their generosity 
and also Dr Emmanuel Akuffo our patron who has 
always been there to offer us help when needed by the 
Association.

I hope you will all have a wonderful time both 
academically this morning and socially this evening.

Dr. William Kedjanyi
September 2012

Dr. William Kedjanyi



4 5

GDDA-UK Fundraising Health 
Conference 15th September 2012

Programme Of Events

Venue: The Education Centre, Gwynedd

Date: Saturday 15th September 2012

Organisers: Dr Nicky Clerk, Mrs Selassie Clerk,
 Dr Ernest Ahiaku, Dr Naa Barnor-Akiaku

Theme: Men’s Health, Women’s Health

09:00 Registration Opens

09:30 Welcome and Introduction and Prayer

09:40 Opening Address 
 President GDDA-UK Dr William Kedjani

10:00 Address
 His Excellency Ghana High Commissioner UK

10:15 Resilience
 A Key To Our Well Being
 Dr Kathrine Ayvor
 Introduction by Miss S Ahiaku

10:35 Health & Inter-Ethnic Strife
 An African Challenge
 Dr Delanyo Dovolo
 Introduction by Dr Ernest Ahiaku

10:55 Questions From The Floor
 Dr Samuel Frimpong

11:00 Coffee & Biscuits

11:20 Update From G-RLG-DFID Funding
 Support LSS Training In Ghana
 Dr Paul Mensah
 Introduction by Dr Samuel Frimpong

11:40 Tackling Maternal Mortality In Africa Using  
 Modern Technology
 Dr Koby Appiah
 Introduction by Dr Kojo Koram

12:15 Questions From The Floor
 Dr Kojo Koram

12:25 Facilitating the Role of the Diaspora Health...
 Mr Chris Addy Nayo
 Introduction by Dr Naa Barnor

13:00 Questions From The Floor
 Dr Ernest Ahiaku

13:05 It takes Two to Tango...
 Dr Nick Looker
 Introduction by Dr Nick Clerk

13:35 Closing Remarks
 Dr Ernest Ahiaku

13:40 Lunch And Networking

14:45 7th Annual General Meeting

GDDA-UK Fundraising Dinner Dance 
15th September 2012

Evening Programme

Venue: Mona Road, Menai Bridge, Anglesey

Date: Saturday 15th September 2012

Dress Code: Formal / Traditional

M.C: Ausuapanyin Yaw

Music: DJ Saga

18:30 Arrival of Guests

19:00 Call to Seating

19:20 Introduction & Welcome
 Dr Ernest Ahiaku & Dr Nick Clerk

19:25 Opening Prayer

19:30 Short Address
 President of GDDA-UK- Dr. W. Kedjanyi

19:40 Address
 H.E. Prof Kwaku Danso-Boafo

20:00 Dinner & Musical Interlude

21:00 Proposal of Toast
 H.E. Prof Kwaku Danso-Boafo

21:05 Reply to Toast
 Mr Delanyo Dovlo

21:10 Dancing

22:00 Fund Raising and Raffle Draw
 Dr. Barnor, Dr Theresa Oduro
 Dr Sam Frimpong, Dr Koram

22:45 Dancing

23:45 Vote of Thanks – Mrs Selassie Clerk

00:00 Carriages

THE 7TH ANNUAL GDDA 
FUNDRAISING AND DINNER DANCE

GDDA-UK: A BRIEF HISTORY
The Ghanaian Doctors and Dentist Association UK (GDDA-UK) is a charitable organisation formed on 
11th February 2006. It is for all doctors and dentists of Ghanaian origin, ancestry or affiliation who are 
resident in the UK. It is essentially an organisation, which aims to speak with one voice for all its members 
in various aspects of their lives and careers in the UK as well as their contribution to Ghana in the Health 
sector.

OBJECTIVES

ADVOCACY

Contribute to the shaping of health care policy through interactions with government, the public, 
businesses and the health-care industry.

PRACTICE ENHANCEMENT

Advance the practice and promotion of evidence-based practice by doctors and dentists of Ghanaian 
descent in the UK for the benefit of the UK and Ghanaian public.

EDUCATION

•	 To encourage the study of and the research into trans-cultural issues in the areas of specialisation of 
members and promote best practice in the treatment of medical and dental conditions of relevance to 
the British and Ghanaian public.

•	 Promote evidence-based innovative education for doctors and dentists that encompass the art, 
science and socio-economics of healthcare in the United Kingdom and Ghana.

•	 Collaborate with other Ghanaian doctors and dentists in Ghana and abroad in the acquisition, 
exchange and dissemination of medicine and dentistry for the benefit of the peoples of UK and Ghana 
everywhere.

COMMUNICATION

Promote the unique role and value of contributions to healthcare in the United Kingdom made by 
Ghanaian doctors and dentists in particular and International Medical Graduates in general. To highlight 
these contributions to the public, government, businesses, the health-care industry and our members.

COMMUNITY SERVICE

Promote social integration of members with the wider UK community on the basis of equality.

HEALTH OF THE PUBLIC

Assume leadership role in health promotion, disease prevention and chronic disease management.

WORKFORCE

Develop, facilitate and implement innovative programs to meet the medical and dental workforce 
challenges in Ghanaian communities in Ghana and the UK.

OUTREACH

To harness the resources of its members towards the health promotion communities in Ghana and the 
United Kingdom.

COLLABORATION

To collaborate with any persons, bodies or agencies in advancing and achieving the objectives of GDDA-
UK.
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Projects that Mr Addy-Nayo has carried out include 
assistance to both the Caribbean Regional Standards 
Quality Organisation and the ECOWAS Commission in 
helping their exporters to meet European Sanitary and 
Phytosanitory Standards. Others include assistance 
provided to the Ghana Ministry of Trade and Industry 
in collaboration with local Pharmaceutical Companies 
in Ghana and Nigeria to enhance their Manufacturing 
capacity in line with the WTO Trade Related Intellectual 
Property Agreement.

Mr Addy-Nayo is also currently working with the 
Governments of Vanuatu, Tonga, Samoa and other 
Pacific Islands in assisting them to have the current 
European Union ban on the imports of Kava Piper 
methysticum herbal plants lifted.  Other current projects 
impacting on the health sector in Ghana and other 
ECOWAS countries include leading a team to develop 
a Common ECOWAS tariff scheme for imported 
Pharmaceutical products into the region, and facilitating 
the use of renewable energy sources as an enabler to 
reduce infant and maternal mortality rates in Ghana 
and other ECOWAS countries. He is also involved in 
other initiatives to enhance the role of the private sector 
and especially the Diaspora Health Professionals in 
developing the Health sector in Ghana.

Mr Addy-Nayo has previously worked with 
UN Agencies such as the International Labour 
Organisation (ILO) and International Trade Centre 
(ITC) based in Geneva. He is a product of Labone 
and Asankragua Secondary Schools both in Ghana, 
and the University of Buckingham Law and Bradford 
School of Management in England.

Dr Paul Kwamina Anfam Mensah MBChB, FRCOG

UGMS Class of 83; Consultant Obstetrician & 
Gynaecologist, Dumfries & Galloway Royal Infirmary; 
Clinical Lead, Obstetrics. Chairman, Obstetric Speciality 
Management Team; Chairman, Labour Ward Forum; 
Chairman, Critical Incident Review Group (Obstetrics); 
Facilitator, Scottish Multiprofessional Maternity 
Development Courses; Volunteer Facilitator/Course 
Director, Life Saving Skills in Emergency; Obstetrics 
& Newborn Care (Sierra Leone), Liverpool School of 
Tropical Medicine; Chairman, Ghana-RCOG Liaison 
Group; Member, International Office of Royal College of 

Obstetricians & Gynaecologists. Reviewer, DFID-Funded 
‘Making It Happen’ Programme.

I am a Tottenham Hotspurs Supporter!

Dr KOBY Appiah Sakyi

Dr. Koby Appiah Sakyi, is a Consultant Obstetrician 
Gynaecologist, working for Pennine Acute Hospital 
Trust in Oldham Manchester , a Clinical Tutor and the 
Secretary of Ghana- RCOG Liason Group. He is also 
an Executive Director of a non proftit health eduction 
organisation called Aby Medical in the Uk. ( see www.
abymedical.org for what they do )  

He lives in Manchester. HE is an OLD BOY of Prempeh 
College, Kumasi and sixth form College in Presbeterian 
Secondary School (Presec) Legon. He then  went on to 
the Medical School in Kumasi (KNUST).

He is married with 2 children, a daughter and son, and 
they have no pets. His special interests are Maternal 
Medicine and Medical Education 

His Personal interest is educating women and health 
professionals on how to reduce maternal deaths which 
still has a high toll all over the world. Ghana is no 
exception in the race to have low maternal mortality 
rates

Dr Delanyo Dovlo

Dr. Delanyo Dovlo is currently WHO Representative to 
Rwanda. Prior to this, he was Health Systems Adviser 
in the Department of Health System Governance and 
Service Delivery at WHO-HQ in Geneva. Dr Dovlo 
trained as a General Practice Physician and Public 
Health Specialist in Ghana, UK and USA, and has had 
30 years work experience including in rural and urban 
clinical and Public Health Practice in Ghana, where he 
also served as the Director of Human Resources in the 
Ministry of Health.  

He has also consulted widely for WHO, World Bank, 
DFID, UNICEF, Commonwealth Secretariat etc., on 
Human Resources for Health; District Health Systems  
and on Health Sector Reforms in low income countries.
 
He started his new role in Rwanda on 30th September 
2011.

SPEAKERS’ PROFILES

Dr. Katharine Ayivor BSc (Hons) DClinPsy

Katharine is a Chartered Clinical Psychologist accredited 
by the British Psychological Society (BPS) and a 
Practitioner Psychologist registered with the Health 
Professions Council, UK. She is a full Chartered member 
of the Division of Clinical Psychology (BPS). She is a 
co-founder of Span Life Psychology, an independent 
psychological practice based in Kensington.

After successfully completing her clinical training at 
the University of Nottingham, she has since acquired 
extensive clinical experience within both the NHS and 
private sector providing psychological therapy and 
healthcare consultancy.  She has a sound knowledge 
and expertise in working effectively with individuals 
(adolescents and adults), groups and organisations. 
In recent years she has developed skills and a unique 
specialty in adolescent forensic mental health and eating 
disorders (adults and adolescents), working within 
a range of diverse settings including schools, foster 
placements, secure settings, primary care and in-patient 
hospital services.

She has considerable experience and expertise in 
treating a range of emotional, psychological and 
mental health difficulties including: depression, anxiety 
work and occupational stress, relationship difficulties, 
bereavement, post traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), 
personality disorder, self-injurious, violent and sexualised 
behaviour, childhood trauma and eating disorders 
(including anorexia, bulimia and binge eating disorder).

Katharine has vast experience providing psychological 
training and coaching within organisations to address 
problematic group dynamics and to motivate and 
refocus teams. She is experienced at designing and 
implementing highly effective psychological interventions 
in line with an organisation’s specific culture and values. 
Her research interests are varied and in particular she 
has conducted psychological research around the 
impact of culture and ethnicity on mental health.

She works with individuals to deliver therapy, blue chip 
organisations and residential units providing consultancy 
and training, reports for the courts and contributions to 
the media; recently BBC radio and The Times.

Dr D Nicholas Looker Consultant Microbiologist

Nick Looker is a consultant microbiologist, practising 
at Glan Clwyd Hospital in North Wales for the last 26 
years. He has particular interest in healthcare associated 
infections, and in the epidemiology and dynamics of 
transmission of infections. He is a founder member 
of the Glan Clwyd Hospital Ethiopia Link, and has 
visited the link hospital in Hossana, Ethiopia on three 
occasions.

“I have been involved in the link between Glan Clwyd 
and Hossana hospital in Ethiopia for the last 6 years. 
Overall it has been very rewarding, and I will be happy 
to present our experience, together with some of the 
successes and the challenges.”

Mr Chris Addy-Nayo

Mr Chris Addy-Nayo heads Chanade Consultancy both 
in the Netherlands and in Ghana.  His Consultancy 
manages Trade and Development projects of interest 
to Africa, Caribbean and Pacific Groups of States. He 
engages mainly with the European Commission and 
related Directorates and Agencies on development and 
trade issues.
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Dr Ernest K N Ahiaku

Ernest Ahiaku is a Consultant Urologist in Betsi 
Cadwaladr University Health Board, and has been  
since 1995. He has been key in the development of 
the department  of Urology and has been a very active 
member of the Hospital community.

He was the Chairman of the consultant and Specialist 
Committee for two year.

Ernest is a uro-oncologist and presently the Cancer 
Lead Clinician, and MDT lead for Gwynedd Hospital and 
a member of the cancer strategy group for urology in 
North Wales. His speciality in oncology includes prostate 
and bladder cancr.

He also has a special interest in Andrology and Male 
erectile dysfunction for which he has a special clinic.  
He is actively involved in teaching medical students and 
junior  doctors, for which he has been awarded an Hon-
orary lectureship. 

He has been involved in transfer of both knowledge and 
surgical expertise to Ghana, having been involved in 
starting radical prostatectomy in Ghana. He has given 
lectures in both Korle Bu teaching Hospital and Cape 
Coast Universities as Part of Ghana Mida cooperation. 
He has an appointment as a visiting Professor with 
University of Cape Coast.

His interest outside work include walking, photography 
playing the saxophone and sampling good wines. 

Health sector.  Other areas where Diaspora Health 
Professionals could provide technical assistance include 
advocating managing programmes where their expertise 
would be required. For instance the recently signed 
EUR50m Programme between the Govt of Ghana and 
the European Union to enhance Child Mortality rates 
and Improve Maternal Health in Ghana is an example 
of a Programme where the GDDA with the relevant 
expertise and its technical expertise could assist in 
the implementation of the Programme. Other areas 
where the Diaspora Health Professional can assist 
include having access to the World Bank or European 
Development Bank facilities to establish specialist Clinics 
or Laboratories dealing with particular health challenges. 

Furthermore the GDDA and other Diaspora Health 
Professionals can also expand their existing Mobility 
Partnerships to provide wider coverage in local 
communities where specialist skills provided by 
volunteers are required. The role of government in 
facilitating these opportunities through policy and 
regulatory reforms can also not be overlooked.  
Challenges to do with Mutual Recognition of 
Qualifications are areas where government intervention 
might be required to ease the practise of foreign trained 
Professionals in Ghana. In this respect the on-going 
trade-related Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) 
Negotiations between Ghana/ECOWAS and the 
European Union could provide a possible avenue for 
negotiations on Mutual Recognition of Qualifications 
between the Health sectors of EU and ECOWAS trained 
Health Professionals.

In conclusion it can be said that the Diaspora 
Health Professional have a lot to contribute to the 
development of the Health Sector in Ghana. However 
this would depend on a number of factors including 
engagement with the donor Health communities, 
the private sector and also the role of governments 
to facilitate the involvement of the Diaspora Health 
Community and their contribution to the development 
of the sector in Ghana.

Tribute To Dr Lawrence Asare-Owusu: 
From Ghanaian Doctors And Dentist 
Association Uk (GDDA-UK)

It was with a sense of shock and disbelief that we 
the GDDA-UK learned that our executive member Dr 
Lawrence Asare-Owusu, Ear, Nose and Throat Specialist 
Surgeon at the Maidstone and Tunbridge Wells NHS 
Trust, Kent, UK had passed away after a short illness 
on 19th October 2011 at the Kings’ College University 
Hospital, London.  

Dr Lawrence Asare-Owusu affectionately called Larry 
was one of the founding executive members of GDDA-
UK in 2006.  As an established computer expert 
Larry became the webmaster for GDDA-UK where he 

designed and set up our website which was also a 
reach source of information for news from Ghana. In his 
own quiet way, Larry was hard working, organised and 
dedicated to the success of GDDA-UK. Larry was also a 
member of our Welfare committee where his invaluable 
contributions will also be missed.

 Larry was a close friend to many members of the 
GDDA-UK, some as class mates from their medical 
school days at Korle-Bu, others as work colleagues who 
all remember him as a committed Christian, hardworking 
and dedicated ENT specialist who was well liked by all 
who had the privilege of meeting him.

Larry was a devoted family man to his wife Josephine 
and their three children.

GDDA-UK has lost a truly remarkable son, colleague 
and friend who will be sorely missed but never forgotten. 

GDDA-UK members joined the family to mourn the 
tragic loss of our colleague who passed on. Our 
thoughts and prayers remain with the bereaved Asare-
Owusu family. Larry has gone but he is not forgotten. 

Larry, Rest in Perfect Peace
Dr William Kedjanyi
President GDDA-UK

Seed Money: Charity Begins At Home.

Seed Money Committee Members

On 12th April 2010, the Health for Ghana charity was 
launched. Last year we had no money and appealed 
to the members of GDDA present for our Annual 
Conference to make a one off donation of £50.00 
each. A paper was sent round the room and members 
committed to donate towards this fund.

Health for Ghana is registered to do charitable acts 
in Education, Training, Medical Acts, Sickness relief, 
Personal distress and Poverty Relief.

Over the last 12 months we have struggled with how to 
raise funds for charitable acts. Our colleagues who have 
returned to work in Ghana often tell very distressing 
stories of how a combination of a lack of equipment and 
no money can often lead to the demise of patients. As a 
group we have not been able to come up with an idea of 
how we can collectively or as individuals raise funds.

ARTICLES
The Role of the Diaspora Health 
Professional in Developing the Health 
Sector in Ghana

Progress towards Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs) related to health remains off track in a large 
number of developing countries including Ghana due 
to a combination of factors – high disease burden, 
weak underfinanced health systems, lack of public 
health technical capacity, and low political commitment 
to address the societal, cultural or life-style-related 
factors of poor health. Developing countries including 
Ghana have been focusing on a number of priority 
thematic actions to address health challenges. These 
include (i) human resources for health; (ii) confronting 
HIV/AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis; (iii) sexual and 
reproductive health and rights, and (iv) neglected and 
non-communicable diseases.

Programmes to confront HIV/AIDS, malaria and 
tuberculosis are mainly delivered through the Global 
Fund in collaboration with the World Bank and the 
World Health Organisation (WHO) to Fight AIDS, Malaria 
and Tuberculosis (GFATM). The involvement of the 
World Bank provides opportunity for Public-Private 
Partnerships with the private sector playing a critical 
role in its delivery. Driven by the ambition to stimulate 
much faster progress towards the achievement of MDG 
5, action in the area of sexual and reproductive health 
and rights (SRHR), is aimed at interventions stimulating 
effective leverage of resources to ensure better access 
to reproductive health services in developing countries. 

Action in the area of human resources for health 
should also provide opportunities for countries through 
actions which support platforms engaged in region-
wide or global exchanges of best practice, advocacy, 
and technical support. These include other forms 
of cooperation in the area of training, management 
and retention of health workers, including support 
for learning networks or working with professional 
associations and Diaspora Health Professionals. In this 
context, synergies should be found with initiatives for 
the development of mobility partnerships and circular 
migration schemes that aim to foster links between 
migration and development.

The experiences of Diaspora Professionals such as 
the GDDA and its members could help tremendously 
in supporting the development of the health systems 
and infrastructure in Ghana. Amongst these include 
possible technical cooperation on various on-going 
programmes financed by the European Union and its 
Member States such as Health initiatives proposed 
by the UK Dept. for International Devt (DFID). These 
include programmes with support from Financing 
Institutions such as the European Investment Bank 
and World Bank to contribute private initiatives in the 
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Welfare Committee – The Present And 
Beyond

Since the last Dinner/Dance at Harlow, Essex last 
Autumn 2011, there has not been much  activity. 

We were trusted with steering the affairs of the Welfare 
committee for another year following the footsteps of 
some illustrious predecessors. 

Sadly our very first assignment was to help organise 
the burial of our dearly beloved Larry who sadly passed 
away. This was well done with the help of our ever 
loyal and supportive members. We are grateful for the 
incredible efforts of members and believe that this show 
of support, both financially and otherwise augurs well for 
the future of this association. 

There were a succession of bereavements the 
association felt it was imperative that the association 
adopted a bereavement procedure / protocol. This helps 
to harmonise the procedure for handling bereavements 
across the diverse cultures within our community. We 
hope the final document after consultation with the 
membership will be adopted. 

The present challenge for the welfare committee, I 
believe, will be to find effective methods of being the 
‘human face’ of the organisation in its ability to provide 
support for its members in difficult times. 

Finally, the foundations have already been laid for future 
success of the welfare committee and the association as 
a whole. It is through this committee that our impact as 
an organisation is felt.

Thank you to ALL members who have supported and 
contributed to our work in diverse ways.

Long live the GDDA-UK. Forward Ever
Dr Robert Cann
Co-chair of Welfare Committee

BMJ Rapid Response 7 September 
2012 NICE Document

The catalogue of NHS woes listed by Professor John 
Walshe [1] make sad reading even for those of us who 
have seen some woes in the Third World and who, 
like him had been privileged to sample the NHS of the 
vintage of Sir Richard Bayliss (Her Majesty’s Physician), 
Sir Clement Price-Thomas (Surgeon of King George VI), 
Sir Stanford Cade (Surgeon Extraordinary), Sir Arthur 
Bell FRCOG – all of Westminster Hospital; Sir John 
McMichael FRS FRCP, Sir John Dacie FRCP, FRCPath, 
Sir Christopher Booth FRCP – all of Hammersmith 
Hospital; Dame Sheila Sherlock FRCP and Dr 
Stanley Shaldon FRCP both of Royal Free Hospital; 
Professor Sheila Sherlock’s husband Dr Geraint 
James FRCP of Royal Northern Hospital; Professor 
Brian Maegraith FRCP of Liverpool School of Tropical 

Medicine; Professor Hermann Lehmann FRS FRCP of 
Addenbrooke Hospital, and their remarkable Registrars 
who themselves rose to become great Consultants 
and who, with their Nursing and other staff having such 
efficiency as could only be described as proverbial 
– well, the gap between that kind of mid Twentieth 
Century NHS excellence which we were proud to take 
to Africa to show how the fabulous British did things, 
and what Professor Walshe describes now is enough 
to make me blush if one can diagnose a Black African’s 
blush.

But what makes me tremble is when people begin to 
boast in the UK today about something called The 
National Institute of Clinical Excellence (NICE). Should 
such an Institute not address some of the things 
Professor Walshe has mentioned in the interest of 
Clinical Excellence for the patient as happened in the 
days of my teacher Sir Richard Bayliss and others? 
When I myself became increasingly aware in recent 
years in the UK of certain things I posed the question: 
“So where is NICE?” [2]

1 Walshe John. Standards in the NHS. BMJ Rapid 
Response September 3 2012 http://www.bmj.com/
content/345/bmj.e4942/?ti

2 Konotey-Ahulu FID. UK drug related deaths are still 
rising: So where is NICE? BMJ Rapid Response http://
www.bmj.com/cgi/eletters/339/sep01_1/b3536#219836 
September 6 2009. [Responding to Susan Mayor 
(below) 1 September 2009]

3 Mayor Susan. Drug related deaths continue to rise in 
the UK. BMJ 2009; 339: b3536 http://www.bmj.com/
content/339/bmj.b3536 September 1 2012.
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felix@konotey-ahulu.com or felix@sicklecell.md

Welcome to the Anglesey Arms Hotel, which is 
over 200 years old and recently received a huge 
makeover in August 2011. We offer a warm welcoming 
atmosphere with home cooked food and real ales. 
Supremely situated in the most prime of locations in 
Menai Bridge; we’re the first building to greet you as 
you pass over the famous Thomas Telford suspension 
bridge and enter the Isle of Anglesey.

My team and I are committed to providing you the 
best possible service, food and hospitality. We’re a 
friendly pub, which serves great food, and also has 
16 spacious hotel rooms as well as a function room 
catering for up to 120 people. You can always pop in 
for a bite to eat, non-residents are always welcome, or 
stay the night if you’re visiting the area.

The hotel is situated only a two-minute drive from the University of Bangor, Bangor City Centre and the A55 expressway. 
We’re within easy reach of all the major local attractions including Snowdonia, castles, golf courses and a driving range, 
water sport activity centres, race track, ferry port and much more. We hope to welcome you for an enjoyable stay soon.

Winner Certificate of Excellence 2012
The Anglesey Arms

A WORD FROM THE MANAGER
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2011 Conference and Dinner Dance
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CURRENT EXECUTIVES

Dr. William Kedjanyi 
President

Dr. Christopher Vondee 
Secretary

Dr. Kofi Affram Vice 
Secretary

Dr. N.K. Acheampong 
Treasurer

Dr. Kofi Adu 
Special Envoy

PAST EXECUTIVES

Prof. Sam Debrah 
President (2009-2011)

Dr. Anthony Annan 
President (2006-2008)

Dr Ernest Ahiaku 
Publicity and Fund Raising (2008- 2011)

Dr Kojo Koram 
Publicity and Fund Raising (20008- 2011)   

Mr Conrad Buckle 
Vice President (2007-2010)

Dr Naa Adjeley Barnor Ahiaku 
Treasurer (2007 -2009)

Dr Isabella Snowden 
Treasurer  (2006- 2007)

Dr. Pamella Abban  Ohene-Djan  
Vice Treasurer (2009-2011)

Dr Abigail Akita - Addo
Welfare and Support Committee (2009- 2011)

COMMITTEE LEADERS

Mr. Conrad Buckle 
(Education)

Dr. Robert Cann 
(Welfare and Support)

Dr. Dyna Arhin 
(Electoral Commission)

Dr. Hopeson Alifoe 
(Events  and  Organising Committee)

Dr. Twumasi 
(Publicity and Fundraising)

CHARITEE TRUSTEES

Dr Antony Annan

Dr Kofi Adu

Dr Naa Barnor

Dr Kofi Affram

50 years of marketing Ghana s cocoa

Premium
Quality Cocoa

Service 

ReliabilityReliability

Service

Premium
Quality Cocoa

Tel: 0208 906 4877

Fax: 0208 906 4095

Unit 5, Granard Business Centre
Bunns Lane, Mill Hill
London NW7 2DQ

Ghana Cocoa
Marketing
Company (UK) Ltd
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Venue: The Post Graduate Centre, Ysbyty Gwynedd

Date: 15th September 2012

Time: 2:30pm - 4pm

AGENDA

1. Welcome address by the President (To include a minutes’ silence in memory of the late 
President of Ghana Prof Evans Attah-Mills) - Dr. W. Kejani

2. GDDA-UK annual report 2012 - Dr. C Vondee, Secretary, GDDA-UK

3. GDDA-UK financial report - Dr. Kofi Acheampong (Treasurer) and Dr. N. Barnor-Ahiaku 

4. GDDA-UK  Charity Update - Dr. Antony Annan

5. Elections - Dr. Dyna Arhin (Chair - electoral committee)

6. Views /suggestions; GMDC registrations, BNF distribution to Ghanaian Health Institutions

7. Date of subsequent annual conferences

8. Venue for next conference

9. AOB

THE 7TH ANNUAL GDDA-UK 
FUNDRAISING AND DINNER DANCE AGM


